
     Act  of  Enclosure in  Walesby 

!
!
Walesby!had!for!many!years!3!large!fields!where!the!
villagers!had!rights!to!grow!their!own!crops!and!rear!
animals.!The!fields!were!situated!on!the!west!of!the!vallage!
on!what!is!now!Retford!Road.!!
!
Acts!of!Enclosure!were!passed!by!Parliamnet!that!allowed!
the!fields!to!be!taken!out!of!use!by!private!landowners!and!
the!common!rights!to!use!them!were!lost.!This!had!been!
happening!on!a!small!scale!since!the!13th!Century!and!there!
was!a!mass!of!these!acts!through!Tudor!times.!A!further!rush!
of!enclosure!cam!from!the!end!of!the!18th!century!until!
around!1860,!Walesby!was!enclosed!in!this!latter!period.!
!
The!following!is!taken!from!a!book!of!the!Acts!of!Enclosure!
printed!in!1843!is!for!Walesby!and!Kirton.!The!actual!act!
was!passed!in!1821!with!enclosure!occurring!shortly!
afterwards.!
!
This!was!the!end!of!the!old!ways!in!agriculture!and!the!deI
population!of!rural!areas!throughout!the!country.!
!
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