An Interesting Re-discovery.

The earliest Walesby Church Register was started in 1580. Where we have
separate registers for Christenings, marriages etc., the first registers contained
everything that hap%ened'in,the’pérish.'»Thesé'old‘rpgistérs deteriorate badly in =~
Churches where'thére is.no ¢onsistent’ héating toé level tha temperature and humidity.
Some years ago the Diocese "adopted" the County archives at Shire Hall - with their
air-conditioning -’as the depository for the Church's doclments tc. This first =
register was deposited there in October 1959, with others, %

Late, in 1941, the Vicar at that ﬁime‘(Qanon_C,:Gy,Everitt) was glancing .= .
through this first registér, when he noticed a’ sheet’ of .parchmcnt stiffening the -
binding under the inner Cover. “Wheén he exposed’ & Small part of it, he saw that it-
contained a manuscript and musical notes; with another sheet inside the back cover.

" These sheets were carefully removed from the book, and were found to be two
leaves from a Latin service book dating from early in the 15th century. (the 1400's)
The first English Book of Common Prayer for:usé’thréughout the Church of England.
had been published in 1549 ~ just 31 years before this Register began. The Parish
Priest at that time, Fr. Robert Blackwood would have, felt that.there was no further
use for his old book, and used these pages to stiffen the binding of his nice mew -
- register, : U e

These pages, written by hand, were almost certainly produced in onc of thé.
neighbouring monasteries - Newstead or Rufford or Welbeck Abbey? (Separate manuy-
scripts were written for the various people taking part in the service; our two
sheets were for the cantors (singers) leading the singing for the psalm while
prigst‘apd,sgrverspgnt$;ed{Kiﬁﬁ;oit);;and'while:thgﬁﬁgépéi'bobk"Was brought to the
people (Gradual);, and while  the bread and winé were prepared at the altar
(Offertory); and Wwhile the” pedplé wéré“?ééeiViﬁg(the;Sabﬁaﬁent, They arc the

pealms used on Christmas morning and Ash Wednésday.

It i irtended to lend- thesd sheets to the Minstér for the Summer For: display -
they may attract some more interested visitors and perhaps help the Minster Appeal
Fund. Further than. that, we must think how best, to use them.. They are obviously. .
valuable., The oﬁly'sigglar_Manuéc%ip{é{iﬁfgkis{énce were found at.East Draytons -
They are in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. : :
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